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The Lord cares for his nation, 

just as shepherds care  for their flocks. 

He carries the lambs in his arms, 

while gently leading the mother sheep with their young. 
 

 Isaiah 40:11 CEV 
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A calm sea 

does not 

make a skilled 

sailor 

 

 

 

A fair face 

may fade, but 

a beautiful 

soul lasts   

forever 

 

 

 

Praise loudly. 

Blame softly  

Why Go? 

As you’ll know, I’ve recently 

come back from a short-term 

mission trip to Mae La refugee 

camp in Thailand. The small 

group we took over – a mix of 

teens and adults – were working 

with the Karen people           

supporting English language 

teaching in the refugee camp. 

Many Karen, estimated around 

1.5 million, have been displaced 

from their home villages in   

Burma following decades of civil 

war, and many have fled across 

the border to Thailand, where 

they have been placed in a 

string of camps along the            

border. Mae La is one of them, 

housing around 60,000 people. 

“Why go?” 

I really am in favour of            

cross-cultural mission, both 

short and long term. But the 

‘why go’ questions sits in the 

background of any sort of    

short-term mission. Why go for 

such a short time? Why go at 

all? Can you really achieve 

something worthwhile in such a 

brief trip? 

Reflecting on questions such as 

this, it seems to me that there 

are at least four threads to my 

response. Short-term missions 

can be worthwhile because: 

Jesus sent us out.  

In Matthew 28 – the Great      
Commission – Jesus commands 
us to make disciples as we are 
going. In Acts 1:8, he                     
commissions his disciples to be 
his witnesses ‘in Judea, Samaria 
and to the end of the earth.’ I 
absolutely believe that we can 
and must exercise these         
responsibilities in a local              
context, but these passages also 
apply to opportunities for         
short-term, cross-cultural work. 
It would be wrong for us to 
build up a view of mission that 
only has room for local,             
in-context mission on the one 
hand, and for long-term                      
cross-cultural mission on the 
other. We can and should take 
opportunities to go wherever 
they present themselves. 

Going dethrones money and 
other idols.  

It is easy for us, in our Western 
economies, to put money in the 
place the God should be, even 
when we are working for the 
church! Some literature I’ve 
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My friend    

recently got 

crushed by a 

pile of books, 

but he’s only 

got his shelf   

to blame 

 

Two fish are   

in a tank.    

One turns to 

the other and 

asks “How     

do you drive 

this thing?” 



even when life doesn’t seem to 
make sense. 

“Faith is the confidence that 
what we hope for will actually 
happen; it gives us assurance 
about things we cannot 
see.”  Hebrews 11:1 

5. Forgive when you feel like 
getting revenge. 

Augustine said, “Holding a 
grudge is like drinking poison 
and then hoping the other        
person dies!” When you hold a 
grudge or try to get revenge, 
both people lose. When you 
choose to forgive, both people 
win. 

“Then Peter came to him and 
asked, “Lord, how often should I 
forgive someone who sins 
against me? Seven times?” “No, 
not seven times,” Jesus replied, 
“but seventy times seven!”  
Matthew 18:21-22 

6. Serve others when you feel 
like being selfish. 

“Greatness” in God’s economy 
isn’t about how many people 

serve you, but about how many 
people you serve. Serving        
others breaks the toxic grip of 
selfishness and helps us make a 
difference the world while also 
finding peace and joy for               
ourselves. 

“The greatest among you must 
be a servant.”  Matthew 23:11 

7. Keep going when you feel 
like quitting! 

A “successful” life is really about 
perseverance.  We all fall                
sometimes, but the only way to 
truly fail is to quit. Our struggles 
create strength, and God is with 
you every step of the way! 

Dave Willis 
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We all want to be happy, 
healthy people who live      
meaningful lives, but we don’t 
always know how to do it. The 
truth is, improving your life is 
simpler than you might think. 
Seriously. 

Try out these seven simple    
actions. They’re straight from 
the Bible and they’ve worked 
for thousands of years. They’ll 
work for you too. 

1. Pray when you feel like    
worrying. 

Worry is a waste of time and 
mental energy. Jesus taught a 
lot about this (because He knew 
we would be prone to            
worrying). When you feel like 
worrying, let it be a trigger to 
pray instead. 

“Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and 
thank him for all he has 
done.”  Philippians 4:6 

2. Stay silent when you feel like 
complaining. 

Complaining, like worrying, is a 
waste of time and is unpleasant 
for both the complainer and the 
listener. Just like you learned in 
Kindergarten, “When you don’t 
have anything nice to say, say 
nothing.” 

“Do everything without             
complaining and arguing.”     
Philippians 2:14 

3. Be present when you’re 
loved ones needs you. 

Time is the “currency” of          
relationships and if we’re going 
to invest into our relationships, 
we need to give our time to our 
loved ones. In the end, your     
relationships (with God and 
with people) will be all that        
really matters. 

“Love never gives up, never     
loses faith, is always hopeful, 
and endures through every     
circumstance.”                                         
1 Corinthians 13:7 

4. Have faith when you feel 
fear. 

Faith is the foundation for the 
life God wants you to have. 
Faith isn’t a mystical feeling, but 
a conscious choice to trust God 

7 Simple Ways To Improve Your Life 

That’s a little 

bit punny ... 

 

It’s hard to   

explain puns to 

kleptomaniacs 

because they 

always take 

things literally 

 

Why can’t a 

bike stand on 

its own?  

It’s two tired 

 

A farmer in the 

field with his 

cows counted 

196 of them, 

but when he 

rounded them 

up he had 200 
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Life is a gift. 

Unwrap your 

present 

 

 

 

Christians 

live around 

the world, 

but gather at 

the foot of 

the cross 

 

 

 

Why didn’t 

Noah swat 

the two   

mosquitoes? 

read has been critical of          
short-term missions, arguing 
that the money spent could 
have been put to greater use by 
supporting long-term workers in 
the host country. While it is true 
that we should be careful    
stewards of the resources God 
has entrusted to us, a financial 
cost-benefit analysis should not 
have the final word in our      
missions outlook. If it does, we 
risk elevating our trust in money 
above our trust in God. We risk 
developing a mindset that says, 
“to solve this problem, just send 
more money.” Going to serve in 
mission implicitly declares that 
money alone is not the solution 
– that God works primarily 
through people, not budgets, in 
fulfilling his mission in the 
world. 

Going also challenges our       
attitude toward travel and     
leisure. Rest is good, and I love 
travel. Our culture holds up   
leisure travel as one of the   
highest goods available 
(especially for younger      gen-
erations, for whom property 

ownership seems beyond 
reach). No one in our culture 
really blinks at the thought of 
taking a few weeks holiday, and 
spending significant sums in   
leisure activity. This view of 
travel is fundamentally self-
focussed, and going in short-
term mission is a challenge to 
this view. As we flew from     
Australia to Bangkok, we were 
scattered through the plane 
somewhat, and so had the    
opportunity for a number of 
conversations with other       
passengers. Most were         
travelling for holidays, and most 
expressed some surprise and 
admiration for the mission we 
were headed to. That visibility is 
a good thing for God’s            
reputation in the world. 

God uses us in unexpected 
ways when we go.  

There were two really            

significant surprises to me while 

we were in Thailand. One was 

the upset to our plans when we 

were denied access to the camp 

for most of the trip. Instead of 

being able to teach 60-80       

children for 10 mornings, we 

had to re-think our plans. We 

were given just 3 full days to 

teach 12 teachers, who had 

been given permission to leave 

to camp and come to us. This 

felt like something of a defeat, 
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Go to the          

people of all 

nations and 

make them my 

disciples.     

Baptise them in 

the name of the 

Father, the Son, 

and the Holy 

Spirit, and teach 

them to do   

everything I 

have told you.  

I will be with 

you always, 

even until the 

end of the 

world.   

Matthew 

28:19,20 CEV 

until we were able to get a 

glimpse of how God was going 

to use what we could do. One of 

the teachers is the coordinator 

of the schools in the camp 

(there are about 23 for the 

whole camp, with 70 teachers 

and more than 2,000 students!), 

and she wanted to use our 

teaching tools to train all those 

other teachers and impact all 

those other students. God’s 

plan had been so much better 

than ours – a more lasting    

partnership, able to affect many 

more people of a longer period 

of time!  That flexibility was   

really only possible because we 

were present in the country. 

The second unexpected benefit 

was in health. One of the first 

conversations we had with the 

teachers was them telling us of 

some skin infections that were 

going through the pre-schools. 

One of our team is a nurse, so 

she was able to help diagnose 

the condition (using photos on 

google), and obtain appropriate 

ointments to treat them. This 

level of treatment was not     

otherwise available in the camp. 

Ultimately, both these small 

stories show the way in which 

 

hope and love, in a way that 

financial donations alone      

cannot. 

God transforms us when we 
follow him.  

Of course God can and does 
grow us here in Tasmania, but 
there is something significant 
about how God works when we 
are pressed into a place that is 
strange and hard for us. Those 
of us on team have become 
more aware of and sensitised to 
the plight of some of the people 
we’ve met – whether from 
hearing stories of water      
shortages during the dry                              
season, or of food shortages 
because of inadequate rations. 
We’ve grown in courage and 
boldness in witness, with         
opportunities to pray with some 
Buddhists in the camp, and to 
speak with them about our trust 
in Jesus. I’ve seen the teens in 
our group stretched and         
challenged in ways that would 
not have happened in Australia, 
and seen them respond with 
love and grace towards our new 
friends in Asia. 

My hope and prayer is that God 
might build a partnership       
between our churches and the 
people in Mae La camp,         
expressed through a series of 
short-term trips. I hope that, 
through this, we see our young 
people grow in maturity and 
faith, and see God’s kingdom 
expand in Southeast Asia. 

James 

continued 
from              

previous 
page 
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Let the whole 

earth sing to 

the Lord! 

    Each day  

proclaim the 

good news that 

he saves. 

Publish his    

glorious deeds 

among the    

nations.  Tell 

everyone about 

the amazing 

things he does.  

 

1 Chronicles 

16:23-24 NLT

Training Events – Norman and 
Cathy have run 2 different      
training events: MBTI and Share 
Jesus without fear. The first was 
not specifically Christian, and 
provided great contact with a 
number of people in              
community. The second was a 
fantastic equipping of Christians 
to share their faith, and share 
their story. 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 2015 – 
30 people blessed to share 
brekky together, to honour 
mums. Approximately half were 
from outside the church. 

Australia Day 2016 – Joining 
with Trevallyn Life Church we 
ran a community day in         
Trevallyn, blessing the local 
community. Plans are already 
being put in place to run this 
event again.  

Potential areas for adjustment 
and ideas for the future 

Conversation Café – Throughout 
this year we have been           
exploring what a Café style   
ministry might look like. The 
beginnings of this idea are in 
place, and I believe the concept 
is workable. The concern is that, 
currently, the only people we 
are reaching are people who are 
already Christian, or who are 
already connecting to the 
church. The current                 
consideration for me is: is     
Sunday morning the best time 
for this? 

Homework Club – Opening the 
hall after school, 1 or more 

nights per week, providing     
assistance with homework/
assignments, as well as a place 
to hang out (table tennis, table 
soccer, wifi, etc) 

Community Dinner (Murder 
Mystery?) – Potentially a ‘how 
to host a murder’ type idea,   
utilising the hall and church 

Computer / Network / Lan and 
Programming type idea? –    
similar to the Battery Shed in 
Inveresk 

I’m sure there are many ideas 
that would be great                 
opportunities to connect to the 
community here, especially in 
outreach to families, the key 
resource that we are lacking is 
people and time. 

Areas for prayer 

 That the connections we are 
making in our various           
activities will continue to 
strengthen, and that through 
them we will have the           
opportunity to share the     
gospel with families in our 
community 

 Clarifying the focus of our 
ministry and mission in order 
to be most effective 

 For the continuing strengthen-
ing of our relationship with 
the primary school and ability 
to be responsive and take            

 
that may arise 

Josh 
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It has been a while since we  
updated the state of ministry 
and mission at St Oswald’s, so it 
seemed appropriate that 2 
years in, I updated the Parish on 
how things are going. 

Successes 

There are a number of things 
that we would consider success-
ful missional engagements, 
community events or equipping 
and discipleship opportunities.  

Child’s Play – a weekly play 
group for children aged birth – 4 
and their parent/caregivers. 
This is a ministry that started 
slowly, but has grown over the 
past 2 years to regularly have 
contact with half a dozen      
families from outside Riverlinks, 
as well as others who are in the 
initial stages of connecting, but 
not yet regular. 

Volunteering at Trevallyn       
Primary School – Through my 
volunteering at Trevallyn       
Primary, I regularly connect with 
40 kids a week, plus staff and 
parents. As I am not a chaplain, 
and whilst still respecting the 
secular nature of the school, I 
can be open about who I am, 
what I do and why I am at the 
school. This has often been very 
well received, particularly by 
parents who can’t believe that 
I’m there volunteering time. 

Kids Hope Mentoring – Through 
the connection to TPS, we have 
also managed to get 3 mentors 

into the school working in the 
style of Kids Hope mentoring. 

Pokémon Go Evening – Catching 
onto the latest craze, I have 
been having a regular Pokémon 
Go gathering on a Wednesday 
evening. Despite a slow start, in 
recent weeks there have been 
half a dozen people at this 
event. I have also connected to 
several of these people outside 
of the event and regularly catch 
up to drive around and catch 
Pokémon. This has opened 
some amazing discussion points 
and produced much fodder for 
prayer. Primarily this is young 
adults, however we have had 
some children come with their 
parents to the evening as well. 

There are also a number of    
other successful events and   
opportunities that we have put 
together and run out of the St 
Oswald’s centre: 

Passover 2015 – our first run of 
anything as a team, and a great 
teaching time for all who came. 
Primarily this was a Christian 
event. 

Carols 2015 – approximately 
300 people from the community 
came to the Trevallyn reserve to 
hear the story of Jesus birth in 
word and song and be          
challenged to consider Jesus 
seriously. Plans are being put in 
place to run this event again this 
year. 

St O’s Ministry Development 

  

I used to think 

the brain was 

the most      

important     

organ. 

Then I thought, 

look what’s   

telling me that! 
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http://www.projectsamtasmania.com
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Dr Robin Smith & 

Mrs Elizabeth 

Smith were the 

guest speakers  

at a luncheon in 

St Oswald’s     

during Seniors 

Week. 

 

Robin and     

Elizabeth were 

both awarded the     

Order of Australia 

Medal (OAM) in 

the 2016 Queen’s 

Birthday Honours 

List . 

They received 

their awards for 

service to the 

community of 

Tasmania, and  

to migrants.  

This award also 

recognises their 

service in East 

Africa as medical 

missionaries for 

over a decade     

from 1957 and 

Elizabeth’s         

voluntary work in 

Launceston as  

an art therapist 

Seniors Week at St Oswald’s 
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Direct deposit account details for your Parish offertory contributions: 
 

BSB  067 021 
Account # 1000 6848 
Name:  Riverlinks Anglican Church 

He has filled 

them with skill 

to do all kinds 

of work as  

engravers,   

designers,  

embroiderers 

in blue, purple 

and scarlet 

yarn and fine 

linen, and 

weavers—all of 

them skilled 

workers and 

designers.  

 

Exodus 35:35 NIV

Financial Position 
 
OFFERTORY   Income  Budget  
 
July to September Q 38,278  41,250 
October MTD  10,449  13,750 
TOTAL    48,727  55,000  
 

Profit/Loss Year To Date   - 6,273 

To register go to: www.thewatercarriers.com.au 
The workshop has restrictions on numbers & can only accept the first 15 to register as 

advised. Please finalise your registration by Friday 11th November.  Thank you. 
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Did you miss the Tasmanian Bible Forum & 
Bishop Richard Condie’s talks on 2 Peter,       

“A precious faith”? 
Download or listen online  now from 

www.stgeorgesbatterypoint.org sermons page 

Tear Fund Useful 

Gift Shop 
now open in the    

Parish office. 

 

Contact Anne to       

purchase cards        

immediately, no 

waiting for postage! 

Prices start at $5. 
Cash, cheque and credit 

cards all accepted 
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Let them praise 

the LORD for 

his great love 

and for the 

wonderful 

things he has 

done for them. 

For he satisfies 

the thirsty 

and fills the 

hungry with 

good things.  

 

Psalm 107:8,9 

NLT 

Riverlinks Together 

St Mary Magdalene’s in George 
Town hosted Riverlinks Together 
on 9th October.  

Bishop Richard Condie and his 
wife Helen were visiting,         
following the terrific Tasmanian 
Bible Forum at St Aidan’s the 
day before. 

Bishop Richard preached and 
celebrated communion, and 
everyone enjoyed delightful  
fellowship over a barbecue 
lunch, despite the rain. 

A Taste of Thai 

Process the fish, lime juice, 
soy sauce, garlic and chilli in a 
food processor until          
combined. Transfer to a large 
bowl. Add lime leaves, beans, 
shallots, coriander and   
breadcrumbs. Use hands to 
combine. Shape 1/4-cup    
portions into patties.  

Heat oil in a large non-stick 
frying pan over medium heat. 
Cook, in batches, turning, for 
6 mins or until golden and 
cooked through. Transfer to a 
plate lined with paper towel. 

Serve with sweet chilli sauce, 
lime wedges and coriander.  

Thai Fish Cakes 
 800g boneless white fish 

fillets, skin removed, 
chopped 

 2 tablespoons lime juice 
 1 tablespoon soy sauce 
 3 garlic cloves, chopped 
 2 long red chillies, seeded, 

finely chopped 
 finely grated zest of 1 lime 
 150g green beans, finely 

sliced 
 3 shallots, finely sliced 
 1/4 cup coriander leaves, 

finely chopped 
 1 1/2 cups breadcrumbs 
 1/3 cup peanut oil 
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The deadline for the December Newsletter edition is 21st November 

November 2016 

8th  

Tue 
 

9th 

Wed 
 

10th 

Thur 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s 

Parish Council meeting – 7:30pm 

11th 
Fri 

 

12th 
Sat 

 

13th 
Sun 

 

14th 
Mon 

Cadorna – 2:00pm 

15th 
Tue 

 

16th 
Wed 

St Oswald’s Fellowship Group – 2:00pm 

Ainslie Service – 2:15pm 

17th 
Thur 

PresCare Legana – 10:45am 

Riverside High School LCC Meeting – 4:00pm   
in the staff room 

18th 
Fri 

 

19th 
Sat 

 

November 2016 

1st 
Tue 

(each Tuesday)                                                              

Prayer Group – 1:00pm at St MM G/Town  

Home & Study Groups                                                
– 1:45pm  at Igglesden’s home                                
– 7:30pm  at Booth’s home                                      
– 7:30pm  at Pedley’s home                                    
– 7:30pm  Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s 

Safe Church Communities Training – 7:30pm              
at Barney’s, George Town Road Newnham 

2nd 
Wed 

(each Wednesday)                                                      

Healing Service – 10:00am at St David’s 

Men’s Shed – 1:00pm to 4:00pm in Riverside 

Home & Study Groups                                             
– 7:30pm  at Stott’s home  

3rd 
Thur 

(each Friday)                                                              

mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

4th 
Fri 

(each Friday)                                                               

KYB Study Group – 10:00am                                    
at Baptist Church George Town                                                    

Good News Club – 3:30pmat St David’s Riverside    

Re:Fuel – 6:00pm at St John’s Launceston 

Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

5th 
Sat 

Women’s Breakfast – 8:00am at St John’s L’ton 

Diocesan Ultreya – 10:30am                                            
at Campbell Town High School  

6th 
Sun 

Messy Church – 4:30pm at St Aidan’s 

7th 
Mon 

*** Recreation Day Public Holiday *** 

(each Monday) 

Child’s Play – 9:30am at St O’s 

Home & Study Groups                                                                                  
– 2:30pm St Oswald’s at Collings’ home 

Riverlinks  
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November 2016 

20th 
Sun 

 

21st 
Mon 

 

22nd 
Tue 

 

23rd 
Wed 

 

24th 
Thur 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s 

25th 
Fri 

 

26th 
Sat 

 

27th 
Sun 

CCCGT Combined Service – 2:30pm                       
at the Catholic Church 

28th 

Mon 
Riverside & Trevallyn Christmas Lunch                       
– 12:00pm at Trevallyn Bowls Club 

29th 

Tue 
 

30th 

Wed 
 

December and other dates 2016 

11th December Christmas Carol Celebration at St David’s 

18th December 
Traditional Carol Service at St MM’s 
George Town 

20th December 
Usual Unusual Christmas Service            
at Hillwood 

24th December Carols in Trevallyn Reserve 

Calendar  

Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office                        

399 West Tamar Hwy, Riverside - 6324 0039 office@riverlinks.net.au 

Service Times For Worship Centres 

East Launceston 

6th 
10:00 am 

4:30 pm 

Morning Prayer 

Messy Church 

13th 10:00 am Communion 

20th 10:00 am All In Service 

27th 10:00 am Arts Service 

George Town  

6th 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Hillwood            Communion  

Pipers River       Communion 

George Town   Communion 

13th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Together @ 10.30 

20th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River        Communion 

George Town    ABU Service 

27th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

Riverside & Trevallyn 

6th 
10:00 am 

10:30 am 

Riverside   Communion 

Trevallyn   10.30 Worship @ St O’s  

13th 
10:00 am 

10:30 am 

Riverside   Praise & Worship 

Trevallyn   10.30 Worship @ St O’s 

20th 

10:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

Riverside   Communion 

Trevallyn   10.30 Conversations              

                   Café @ St O’s 

27th 
10:00 am 

10:30 am 

Riverside   Holy Communion 

Trevallyn   10.30 Worship @ St O’s  

Each 

Wed 
10:00am Riverside   Healing Service 

Peace Haven 

9th 10:30 am   Holy Communion 

16th 10:30 am   Morning Prayer 

23rd 10:30 am   Morning Prayer 


